and annual production is over one and half million squabs in the United States and Canada (Cheng, 1986) . Unlike other poultry species, pigeons form pair bonds to breed and hatchlings must be brooded and fed by their parents until the market age of 4 wk (Levi, 1974) (Dark, 1973 Genetic correlations are important for determining the genetic relationship between body weights at different ages. Estimates of r 9 between weight at hatch and weight at ages 2-4 wk were low and suggest that squab hatch weight is a poor indicator of later body weight. As pointed out by Abdellatif (1989) , hatch weight must therefore be considered a separate trait. The relatively high heritability for 4 wk body weight, low heritabilities for weight at other ages, and the low or negative genetic correlations among weight gains for different periods could indicate that squabs are opportunistic growers having the genetic potential to make compensatory gains whenever conditions are favourable.
The relatively higher heritabilities of body weights late in this trial indicate that genetic gains could be made through selection allowing squabs to reach market weight earlier than 4 wk, which would shorten the recycling time for parents.
